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This may come as a surprise, but the National Electrical Code is not, in itself, a legally enforceable document. The National 
Fire Protection Association, which publishes the NEC in a document coded NFPA 70, is an international nonprofit 
organization; it has no authority to create laws or legally enforceable regulations.  
 
However, under state law, you probably do have to adhere to some version of the NEC. States and cities usually pass laws 
requiring builders to complete electrical installations according to 
NEC standards. That leads to another question: Which version of the 
NEC holds sway in your area?  
 
The authors of the NEC issue a new edition every three years, and 
states, counties, and municipalities sometimes move slowly in 
adoption of the freshest version. As a result, the United States has a 
complex patchwork of NEC use. Some states legally enforce versions 
as old as the 2008 edition, while others are already on the 2017 NEC. 
A handful of states don’t require adherence to any version of the NEC 
at all.  
 
So how does an electrician know which NEC to consult during a new installation? The answer depends on the state you’re 
in. Sometimes it depends on the county or city. In fact, once you start digging into the question of which states require 
electrical systems to comply with the NEC, things get rather confusing. 

“Adopted in All 50 States,” but Not Everywhere in the U.S.  
The NFPA website seems like a great place to start the hunt into current NEC adoption. Visit the official page for the National 
Electric Code on the NFPA website, and you’ll get a clear answer on which states use the standard in their laws.  
 
“Adopted in all 50 states, the NEC is the benchmark for safe electrical design, installation, and inspection to protect people 
and property from electrical hazards,” the site says.  
 
That’s true, as far as it goes. The NEC has been adopted in all 50 states. But it hasn’t been adopted by all 50 states. The 
statement leaves out the complex reality of local building codes, which may or may not line up with state actions. Not every 
state has written compliance with any version of the NEC into their Codes of Regulations.  
 
So if you’re looking for the legally enforceable edition of the NEC to consult, it’s best to consult your local building 
department. That said, studying state adoption of the NEC is a decent starting point for any electrician who plans to offer 
services in a new area.    
 



  

NEC Adoption in State Codes of Regulations 
As of this writing, in April 2019, the following states have adopted the 2008 edition of the NEC into their state Codes of 
Regulations:  
 
Illinois, Indiana, and Kansas. 
 
Only one state is currently on the 2011 NEC: 
 
Nevada.  
 
These states have adopted the 2014 edition of the NEC: 
 
Alabama, California, Delaware, Florida, Louisiana, Maryland, Montana, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia.  
 
The 2017 NEC, which is the latest edition as of this writing, is enforceable by law in the following states: 
 
Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming 
  
Finally, these are the states that do not have statewide adoption of any version of the NEC. Note that counties and 
municipalities in these states may require adherence to some version of the NEC; consult local building departments for 
more information.  
 
Arizona, Mississippi, and Missouri.  

That’s all 50 states.   
 
A list like this one is bound to change with time. The NFPA encourages states to write the current version of the NEC into 
their Codes of Regulations as soon as possible. In one report, the NFPA found that more than 80 percent of U.S. citizens say 
that “policymakers should make it a priority to ensure electrical and fire safety codes are up-to-date.”  
 
The same report complains that “states vary widely in when — or if — they adopt these updates, depriving citizens of the 
benefits the updated codes offer.”  
 
At the moment, 10 states that haven’t updated regulations to reflect the newest edition of the NEC are in the process of 
doing so. Those states are: California, Delaware, Florida, Maryland, Montana, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Rhode 
Island, and South Carolina.  
 
By the time you read these words, any of those states may have made it to the 2017 NEC list. And, according to the NFPA, 
that’s an important update to make.  
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